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yields. The Kelley Grain company is 
considered to be one of the primary 
economic development initiatives in 
the nation, and Mr. Kelley’s work has 
been recognized by both the former and 
current prime ministers of Moldova. 

In addition to his economic endeav-
ors, Mr. Kelley has taken his philan-
thropic activities abroad as well. While 
in Moldova, he noticed a deficiency in 
their health care system and organized 
a medical team to travel to Moldova. 
While there, this team trained physi-
cians and nurses in techniques to im-
plant pacemakers, provided much need-
ed supplies for cardiovascular sur-
geries, provided consultation and echo-
cardiographic imaging at the cardi-
ology center, visited pediatric wards 
and orphanages, and provided the rural 
city of Gaushen with antibiotics, blood 
pressure cuffs, and antihypertensive 
medications. 

I would like to commend James 
Kelley for his efforts and tireless dedi-
cation to helping the people of this 
struggling country. His humanitarian 
work in the Republic of Moldova can 
only enhance the relationship between 
our two countries. I am honored to be 
able to recognize his contributions and 
wish him continued success in the fu-
ture.∑ 

f 

HONORING THE CALL D.C. 

∑ Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, 
today, I rise to recognize The Call D.C., 
a group of young people who will gath-
er in Washington, D.C. September 2, 
2000 to strengthen and renew their 
commitment to God, their families and 
their local communities. 

The Call D.C. is a non-denomina-
tional gathering of youth and their 
parents, youth leaders, pastors, and 
Church leaders who are unified in their 
steadfast commitment to strength-
ening their faith in God and their con-
cern for their local communities and 
our nation. 

I have long been greatly concerned 
about the state of our culture, and the 
state of our society. Young people 
today are barraged with images of vio-
lence, hate, and vulgarity that pour 
forth from our airwaves and our enter-
tainment. The challenges young people 
face seem to grow more difficult, and 
more pervasive. Where once we, as a so-
ciety, felt free to affirm faith in God, 
and adherence to high standards, such 
beliefs are now often called into ques-
tion. 

It is thus even more exciting to see 
many young people, such as these 
young people, who are willing to lead 
by example and focus their efforts on 
steadily improving their families, com-
munities and our nation. These young 
people, who represent communities and 
religions from around our nation, will 
come together on September 2 and use 
their assembly as a time to pray for 
strengthen their faith in God, their 
commitment to their families through 
reconciling with their parents, and 
nurturing their walk with God. 

These young people remind us of our 
solemn duty not just as parents, teach-
ers, business leaders or public servants 
but as citizens of this great nation—‘‘a 
nation under God . . .,’’ I commend 
them for reminding us that we must 
first focus on God and he will strength-
en us and enable us to build up our 
families, our local communities and 
our nation. I applaud all the partici-
pants of the Call D.C. and thank them 
for their work and their commitment 
and their heart for God.∑ 

f 

ON THE MARRIAGE OF MARK 
PRESTON AND MEREDITH RAY 
BONNER 

∑ Mr. L. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Mark Preston 
and Meredith Ray Bonner on their re-
cent wedding, which took place on July 
8, 2000, at the Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
groom’s parents Eugene and Mary 
Preston were in attendance, as was the 
bride’s mother, Mrs. Phillip Ray Bon-
ner. 

Mark proposed on December 28, 1999, 
in the same parking lot where they 
first kissed, and the couple spent their 
honeymoon in North Carolina. 

As many of you know, Mark is the in-
trepid Roll Call reporter, famous for 
stalking unwary Members coming off 
the Senate floor or leaving the weekly 
policy lunches. Over time, Mark has 
become a fixture at the Ohio Clock and 
on the Hill. 

The bride, now Meredith B. Preston, 
is also a journalist, and recently relo-
cated to Washington from Atlanta. In 
fact, Mark and Meredith met as report-
ers at the Marietta Daily Journal. 

I hope the entire Senate will join me 
in wishing Mark and Meredith the very 
best today and throughout the future.∑ 

f 

COLOMBIAN INDEPENDENCE DAY 

∑ Mr. TORRICELLI. Mr. President, I 
rise today to join people in New Jersey 
and throughout the nation in recog-
nizing Colombia’s 190 years of inde-
pendence from Spain. On July 20, 1810, 
the citizens of Bogota created the first 
representative council to challenge 
Spanish authority. Total independence 
was proclaimed in 1813, and in 1819 the 
Republic of Greater Colombia was 
formed. In 1822, the United States be-
came one of the first countries to rec-
ognize the new republic and to estab-
lish a resident diplomatic mission. 

In addition to recognizing the day of 
Colombia’s independence, this is an ex-
cellent opportunity to celebrate the 
contributions of the growing popu-
lation of Colombian-Americans in New 
Jersey and throughout the United 
States. Almost 100,000 Colombian- 
Americans reside in Northern New Jer-
sey alone. The Colombian-American 
culture is vibrant and rich and it is im-
portant to acknowledge the impact it 
is having on our communities. 

While Colombia boasts one of the old-
est democracies in South America, 

that democracy faces many serious 
challenges today. Celebrating this day 
of independence reminds us that Co-
lombia has a long journey ahead as it 
works to overcome the problems of 
drug trafficking and rebel violence 
that continue to plague its society. 
The United States Congress is com-
mitted to helping in that struggle in 
any way we can. 

I commend the great accomplish-
ments and contributions of the Colom-
bian-American community and as we 
join Colombian-Americans in cele-
brating their nation’s independence we 
also look to establishing peace and jus-
tice in their homeland.∑ 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO HENRI NSANJAMA 

∑ Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, 
today I rise to pay tribute to Henri 
Nsanjama, a champion of conservation 
who died on July 18, 2000. At the time 
of his death, Mr. Nsanjama was serving 
as vice president and senior advisor on 
Africa and Madagascar for the World 
Wildlife Fund here in Washington. 
Henri was an ardent supporter of meas-
ures to protect Africa’s elephants and 
of the United Nations Convention to 
Combat Desertification. I worked with 
him on both of these important issues. 
Henri would have been pleased to know 
that the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee is scheduled to vote in Sep-
tember to recommend that the full 
Senate ratify the Desertification Con-
vention. So far, 168 countries have rati-
fied the Desertification Convention and 
the U.S. is the only major industrial 
nation that has not done so. Henri 
worked hard to change that and ensure 
that biodiversity is protected in Africa 
and other parts of the world facing 
desertification. 

A native of Malawi, Henri dedicated 
his life to the challenge of linking 
wildlife conservation with the needs of 
local communities. He believed that 
the most challenging aspect of his 
work was conserving wildlife without 
undue hardship to human beings. 

Henri built his distinguished career 
through formal education and hands-on 
field work. He served as a Trainee 
Game Ranger in his native Malawi, 
where he recalled being inspired by the 
sight of more wild animals than people. 
He attended the College of African 
Wildlife Management in Mweka, Tan-
zania, and became a Warden at 
Kasungu National Park in Central 
Malawi. 

Henri then moved to the United 
States, and earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in wildlife biology and natural re-
sources economics at the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst. After Am-
herst, Henri returned home to Kasungu 
National Park and eventually was 
hired as Malawi’s Deputy Director of 
National Parks and Wildlife. Three 
years later, he attended the University 
of Stirling, Scotland, where he received 
a Master’s Degree in environmental 
management. 
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